
April 21, 2022 
 
Good morning members of the NTESM. 
 
I send this note to you in the knowledge that you may have already heard, either via church 
communications or the secular press, about difficult news regarding the resignation of the 
National Indigenous Archbishop for the Anglican Church of Canada (ACC), Mark MacDonald. 
 
Yesterday, Archbishop Lynne McNaughton sent a letter to the clergy of the Territory of the 
People informing us that Mark had resigned and relinquished his exercise of ministry because of 
an acknowledged sexual misconduct complaint, plus a copy of the public announcement 
indicating his resignation. The Primate of the ACC, Archbishop Linda Nicholls, has written a 
pastoral letter. I have attached copies of the public announcement and the Primate's letter. They 
are also available for online viewing on the Anglican Church's website: www.anglican.ca 
 
As the Primate says in her letter, "This is devastating news." Let us pray for the complainant 
whose life has been deeply affected; the Sacred Circle of Indigenous Peoples; and Mark and his 
family. 
 
I ask your prayers in particular for the Indigenous communities and congregations within the 
Territory, Lytton and Shulus (near Merritt). Mark has been leader, pastor and friend to these 
churches for many years, working tirelessly with them and with other Indigenous communities 
nationally and internationally on the journey toward healing and reconciliation. The people of 
Lytton and Shulus have experienced so much over the last few months. Mark's resignation will 
affect them deeply. 
 
In her letter to the Territory clergy, Archbishop Lynne wrote: 
 
"Once again we face into the frailty of human beings and leaders. The church, we know, is a 
human institution, and therefore full of sin and betrayal; may we also still hold onto the vision of 
Christ, that we serve God's love and kingdom of shalom." 
 
The risen Christ is with us. As we journey forward as congregations of the Territory, bound 
together in mutual love, may we uphold some important hallmarks of our faith and our 
community life: Grace, Love, Forgiveness, Hope.  
 
Blessings. 
 
The Rev. Bruce Chalmers  
North Thompson Ecumenical Shared Ministry 
Barriere & Clearwater, BC 
https://norththompsonpc.ca/	


