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Advent and Christmas Greetings to 
 
This year began as last year ended with our Parish not having a priest/minister/pastor.  
Our annual meetings celebrated being an ecumenical shared ministry.  We had a 
judicatory representative from each of our denominations for the meetings: 
 Trinity Shared Ministry the Rev. Dawne Taylor, UCC 
 Church of St Paul the Rev. Keith Peterson, ELCIC 
 North Thompson Ecumenical Shared Ministry the Rt. Rev. Barbara Andrews, ACC 
 
Church of St Paul held its Shrove Tuesday Pancake 
Supper with donations at the door going to support 
the Syrian newcomer families.  Our formal 
responsibilities to the two families concluded in June 
and October. 
 

   
 
Then, the world was hit with the 
COVID-19 pandemic! 
 

While our Parish was determining how to proceed in this new reality, the work of our 
Search Committee came to fruition when Bishop Barbara wrote to let us know that, 
with the blessings of our other two judicatories, she was appointing the Rev. Bruce 
Chalmers to minister with us beginning on June 15th.  Even though we were in Lent, 
“alleluias” could be heard! 
 
Trinity Shared Ministry undertook its Butterfly Project to 
spread some joy in the community.  Butterflies were made to 
hang on the pine tree that had been a gift from the Rev. 
Valerie Reay to celebrate the 50th anniversary of Clearwater 
United Church.  Some butterflies were crocheted and others 
were made from card paper, wire, or lace and beads; all 
whimsical, creative, and cheerful.  

 
We also participated in 
the national bell 
ringing in April as a 
response to the 
shooting tragedy in 
Nova Scotia.   
 



When congregations could not gather to 
worship, Trinity Shared Ministry shared 
their Joys and Concerns each week via 
e-mail.  Starting in late April, some 
gathered to sing hymns and share joys 
and concerns in the church parking lot.  
After a few weeks, the gatherings 

moved to Sandra Holmes’ carport and backyard. 
 

With careful planning, the Annual 
Plant Sale could also be held. 
 
The first worship service with the 
Rev. Bruce Chalmers presiding 
was held outdoors at the Church of 
St Paul on July 5th.  Attendees 
brought their own picnic lunch so 
there could be a bit of fellowship 

time after the service. 
 
The Parish Council held its first meeting 
following the COVID-19 outbreak in 
September. 

 
After much work to develop our Safety Plans and approval from the judicatories, the Parish was able to 
resume indoor worship in early October.  Because the Roman Catholic Diocese was not opening its 
churches to renters, worship space was created for Trinity Shared Ministry in Leslie Ross’s basement. 
 

 
Of course, that only lasted until mid-November when gatherings were again prohibited.   
 
Fortunately, the 
Christmas Sale was 
planned for just before 
that.  “Elves” from 
both congregations 
helped with the set-up. 
 
 
 
 



During set-up, the Rev. 
Chalmers split his time 
between working with the 
“elves” and working in 
the office. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Even though we are not gathering, both congregations have Advent projects to assist 
the work of Kamloops shelters.  The Church of St Paul is continuing with its Briefs 
and Drawers campaign.  This year, Trinity Shared Ministry has changed its focus a 
bit with its Saving a Sole project of collecting socks. 
 
As of the First Sunday of Advent, the Parish now has a YouTube channel.  Since we 
are unable to gather for in-person worship, Rev. Chalmers is posting short pre-
recorded worship services.   
 

We also were not able to have our Advent Eve Party where we created crafts, sung carols, played games, 
wrote cards to previous ministers and some members, ate appies and desserts, visited, and made 
memories.  An e-mail went out suggesting we could still send Christmas greetings.  Rather than having 
people sitting around a table writing in cards, they had an opportunity to send an e-mail with what they 
might have written in a card for it to be added to this Christmas letter.   
 
To be able to view many more pictures, please visit our website: https://norththompsonpc.ca/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 May you experience the hope, 
  peace, joy, and love that is the 
  essence of Christmas! 
 

Blessings to you from 
the North Thompson  


